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A SERMON, &c. 



I Corinth, i. -2i.- 



*- THE irORLD BT WISDOM KNEJT NOT GOD. — 

TOWARDS remedying any evil it is no inconfiderablc 
advantage to difcern clearly its caufes ; and in feeking 
the caufes of prefent infidelity, it might not be ufelefs to 
regard the reafons why Chriftianity has been heretofore 
rejefted : and the nearer the fituations are under which it has 
been rejcfted, the more firmly we may rely on the means 
by which fuch difinclination to truth has been combated or 
removed: and wliere we meet with fitting examples of 
more than human record, and correfponding precepts of 
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more than human authority, we may with good expedlance 
deduce arguments therefrom, certain that the ground is 
that of advantage, and the weapons of approved fervice i 
and if with humble ftedfaftnefs we maintain the one, and 
with honeft induftry exercife the others, we may in this be 
more than conquerors thro* Him who ftrengthens us. 

But here I would premife, (more efpecially confidering 
the audience before whom I have the honour to ftand) that 
in very many of the difcourfes direfted to religious congre* 
gations, the matter infifted on, has not reference fo much 
to thofe it primarily addreflcs, as to others. — The errors 
from which a Church has been converted — the falfe doc- 
trines with which it might be then aflailed — the crimes moft 
frequent in the world — are not only allowable, but neceflary 
caufcs of advice, both as fuch advice might afFord proper 
caution to the well difpofed, or reach thofe lefs favourably 
inclined; both as it might confirm the faithful, fuggeft 
proper arguments to them for the maintenance of their 
own belief, or eventually aid the converfion of thofe who 
have none. 

Thus it was the Apoftle's care to thank God always for 
the extenfions of faith and virtue taking place among 
mankind ; ' and whilft we rejoice in following this example, 
we muft remember, that the liberty was not theirs, nor is it 

yet 

■ 2 Thcff. 1. 3, &c. 
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yet oul«, to dwell folely on thefe confolatibns : we muft 
recolleft) that tho* thofe we greet in thefe afTemblies 
" might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleafing,"** ftill 
In the world there •* are contentions" as if *' Chrift were 
divided 5" * there are not only who declare themfelves *' of 
Paul, of Apollos, and of Cephas -,"'* there are who 
** preach another Gofpel,** • even fome who *' are enemies 
of the Crofs of Chrift ;" ' even fome who rejeft the whole 
of that revelation whereby alone the creature can difirern 
his Creator. 

To thefe laft objeftors it is no violent trahiition from 
thofe whofe interefts originally drew forth the obfervation in 
the text ; for tho* this epiftle to the Corinthians was one of 
the earlier addrefled to the Gentiles, yet a Church had been 
previoufly planted at Corinth; and St. Paul we know to 
have refided there for eighteen months,* at a period of from 
three to five years prior to the date of this epiftle; and 
as his epiftles to the Theflalonians were probably written 
during that his refidence at Corinth, the dodtrines of 
Chriftianity could not be deemed novel among them : ftill 
there muft have been in that city very many unconverted to 
the truth, and the inhabitants of i\chaia, as well as of 
Greece in general, muft have been ftrangers thereto; whe- 
ther they only publicly patronifed, or whether they really 

B 2 cheriftied 

^ Col. i. 10. ^ I Cor. i. 13. ** ib. 12. 

* % Cor. xu 4. ^ Ph lip. iii. i8» t A£t8 xviii. 11, Sec, 
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cherifhed the pagan rites and cercmonioB in which they had 
been educated. And if we deem the precepts, delivered 
thro* thofe who did believe to thofe who did not among the 
Grecians, an apt fpecies of exhortation to the infidels of the 
prefent day, let them not feel indignant at being clafTed with 
heathens ; and let us not ftartle at the aflbciation ; for the 
Corinthians, (altho' their city, fecond only to Athens, had 
been erafed fome centuries before j and altho* the fined 
monuments of their arts had been then deflroyed,) appear to 
have flood high at this time as patrons of human ingenuity : 
and however the place had been repeopled, its continuity to 
other fchools of note, would caufe letters quickly to revive : 
and there was undoubtedly enough of fcience then at Corinth 
to malce it probable, that the confidence arifing therefrom 
would miflead them in the fcarch of truth. •— And in what 
other fituation can we place the thinking unbelievers of 
modem times ? 

If they look upon the piety with which they are fur- 
rounded, as the cffufion of fiftion; if they regard the 
religious fan(5lions under which others aft, as having no more 
reality — as proceeding from no higher authority, than the 
moral (andions they themfelves acknowledge, they have little 
advantage over the Corinthians, in point of previous ground 
whereon to lay the corncr-ftone of truth. For, were the 
gofpel of tenfold antiquity, or were it preached with a purer 
energy than has been witneflcd fmcc the adminiftration of its 

immediate 
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immediate Lord ; ftill the rejeders of this Gofpel muft be 
addrefled as the Gentiles were at its firft publication. There 
might be a purer morality allowed of by unbelievers, flowing 
from the influence of that faith they themfelves difbelieve. 
So far as virtue is fuftained by habit, their virtues may tran- 
icend the virtues of an heathen, from this circumftance, and 
from this circumftance only ; but whilft the principle upon 
which either aft is the fame, the fame arguments muft in 
every age be reforted to for removing the prejudices whereon 
it is founded, 

Akd was an overweening opinion of the powers of the 
human mind« ever, tho' not always, the falfe deduction of 
Grecian fcience ? Did the fame inverted conclufions ever 
arife from Roman knowledge ? Or do we find reafon fome« 
times dazzled by the progrefs of difco very in modern times ? 
To all it is a fitting previous declaration, " That the World 
by Wifdom knew not God/* 

Of the wifdom here decried it is almoft ufclefs to fay, Su 
Paul means human learning, and perhaps not very important 
to obferve, that the knowledge of God referred to, com- 
prehends the fuperior knowledge then revealed in the Golpel 
of his Son. 

But if it is afked. How far the pofition is true in its moft 
abftraft fenfe; How far the mind of man could difcern the 

Verity 
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Verity of God by the ufe of reafon, and from the works of 
the creation ? Several limitations and divifions oppofe them« 
felves to the queftion. Such as, The different powers that 
man was probably endowed with at firft, and the revelations 
that the Almighty might have made of himfelf to Adam, 
both before and after his expuliion from Paradife. Who 
can fay the knowledge revealed to Adam was not fufficiently 
accepted upon his teftimony, by his inmiediate dcfcendants j 
or that the tradition of it afterwards was unenforced or dif* 

« 

credited ? Or where it was in part rgeftcd, who can fay to 
what extent the worihip paid by the Antediluvian race was 
infpired ; or how far the patriarchal religion, fubfequent of 
that event, was in conformity to exprefs command ; or how 
far devotion was the confequence of reafon, afting upon the 
explanations of almighty power that had then been vouch* 
fafed to the world ? The rites and ceremonies of the jewifh 
religion we know to have been particularly ordained by God : 
that dated commandments were given them from heaven : 
and that Mofes was even favoured with vifions of the 
Almighty. We know alfo that the difpenfations made to 
the Jews were more or lefs obferved : their attention more or 
lefs kept awake by prophecies and miracles— by particular 
mercies and judgments : that fupernatural appearances of 
divine power occaflonally admoni(hed them, till the time 
was come for Its lad and fulleft difplay. And the relapfes 
into idolatry, that this nation was continually falling into, 
might be brought as an argument, that in the faculties of 

the 
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the human mind there were fomc propenfities anomalous 
from the knowledge of God ; but that acknowledgments of 
a Providence ftiould be found in nations long immerfed in 
paganifm, or afting under a fuperftition widely removed 
from what is called natural religion, are not, perhaps, Co 
proper a proof that the wifdom of man nude the difcovery. 
— Becaufe, Who can fay what ray of truth might have been 
derived by the tradition of conftant general opinion, fince ail 
people had once anceftors, who imbibed more or lefs of it 
from its only fountain ? Or, fhould corufcations of a divinity 
break forth in a country more particularly darkened at that 
time by the night of faUehood; who can fay there might not 
have been an unwonted intercourfe with fome who were 
better informed -, for when was there wanting a contemporary 
eftabli(hment, in which revealed doArines did not hold fome 
place f 

It feems ufelefs then to enquire, how far the human 
underftanding could have reafoned itfelf into a belief of the 
Deity ; becaufe the prefumption is, that thofe who have had 
any tolerable belief on this fubjeft, have had fuperior lights 
to thofe of nature, that is, fuperior to any inftinft of in- 
feriority, any general impreffion of awe and reverence for 
fome fuperior power, (hould we be inclined to think that 
fuch feelings are attached to the human mind. 

But it is to be obferved, with reference to this fuppofed 
.conviftion, that eminent heathen authors bring it as a proof 

cf 
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of the certainty of their gods/ as frequently as they deduce 
from thence any particular providence. And as to aflcrtions 
in fupport of this opinion from the circumftance that 
** Mofes, whofe writings are the moft antient, offers no 
proof or perfuafion concerning the cxiftence of God, but 
takes it for granted as a thing univerfally acknowledged," * I 
do not fee how either an innlte idea of God, or one flow* 
ing from reafon is eftablifhed thereby, becaufe, the many 
revelatibns of almighty power made prior to the diys of 
Mofes, had, as I obferved, a certain exifling influence.'' 
Or, were it otherwife, I would rather aflert from hence the 
inability of reafon to conclude upon the fubjeA from any 
abflradi: definition of it, inafmuch as the firft written 

theology 



^ *— *' ut Deos cfle natura opinamur.'* 

TufcuL Quaeft. Lib. i. p. 301, Cic. philofoph. Tom. i. Blferir* 

** Quae eft enim gens^ aut quod genus hominutn^ quod non habeat 
fine dddlnna aftitlcipadbnem quatidam Diorum f qaam appellat t^poXn^t^if 
Epicurus^ &c." 

De Nat. Deor* lib. i. p. 22. Cic. philofoph. Tom. ii. Elf. 

** Omtibus enim inn at dm ell, et in animo qua(i infculptum, tKt 
Dios:** bat the rnperfcription can fcarcelybe called legible, ^hen it is 
immediately acknowledged of it, '' quales fint» varium efl." 

De Nat. Deor. lib. ii. p. 57. Cic. philofoph. Tom. ii. Elf. 

^ Wilkins on Natoral Religion, p. 44. 

^ And is not this opinion virtually vouched for by the very rcfpe£lable 
-author above alluded to, when, in a further page of his worki (the 5ifl) 

he 
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theology exemplifies God only by the works of his hands. 
A mode of proof, which from the authority ufing it, and 
the analogy it bears to our mode of perception, of no 
inconfiderable weight in the argument — becaufe. What do 
we know but thro* our fenfes ? 

The beauties of the vifible creation we acknowledge, 
becaufe we fee them. The myfteries of that creation we 
fcarce think myfterious, becaufe the fadls are prefcnt to us. 
Any unufual difplay of the elements, any departure from 
common rules in the growth of plants, or in the formation 
of animals, we think furprifing, tho' they are not more fo 
than the ordinary operations of the human and inferior 
fyftems. But then, thefe appearances, how extraordinary 
foever we, in our want of refledion, may efteem them, are 

C meet 

Jie mentions the general belief of a fupreme beings whom« ia the words 
of Virgil, he ftylea — '« Hominum fator atqac Dcorum,'* and adds^ 
•' whom they called Jupiter or Jove, with plain reference to the Hebrew 
name Jehovah." So that the very name upon which this proof of general 
confent upon the fubjefl hinges, is fo far from fupporting any innate 
ideas of providence, that i^i8 only a corruption of revealed language, and 
avowedly copied from an appellation given to God by himfelf, and which 
it fl)ould fcem He had not ufed till the time of its infertion in holy writ. 
(Exod. vi. 3.) So that either for near 2500 years^ prior to the writings 
of Mofes, there was not according to this argument any general belief 
upon the fubjefl, or clfc the term cf this univcrfal conception became 
altered in conformity to his writings; which admits fo very general an 
cffe£t to them, as to make it much more difficult to fay whether mankind 
had or had not anticipated the declarations of Scripture. 
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meet to our iight, or our feeling, or both, and are therefore^ 
fo far underftood and affented to. Allowing then that the 
fenfes are the medium of knowledge, and that the intelledual 
faculty fo perceives and grounds thereon its cogitations, we 
feem to have a plain folution of what the text declares, and 
do fee, why the world, by its wifdom, could not know God. 
For, is it pofiible, by the utmoft exertions of reafon, to 
arrive at certainty refpefting that which is not cognizable by 
thofe fenfes from which reafon proceeds ? 

Is anfwer to this* it might be alledged, that tho' we cannot 
fee the Creator, yet as we can in part fee his creation, the 
wonderful works thereof, together with the wonderful frame 
of man, might enable a contemplative mind to trace out 
their high originaL It muft be allowed, that upon many 
inferior fubjefts, we arc capable of probable conjedure ; but 
then this probability refults to us from former experience. 
The certainty we have of the operations of nature, arifes 
folely from the experience we have had, that in fuch manner 
her operations have been heretofore carried on ; fo true is it, 
that " one day telleth another^ and one nighi certifieth another** * 
But where there has been no previous acquaintance with any 
thing (imilar, it appears hazardous to argue from what is 
fcen to that which is invifible. It might be imagined that 
any apprehenfion of God, arrived at by purfuing what is 
called the dodlrine of caufes, muft be general and indiftindt. 

And 

1 Pfalm \ix. 
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And how far we come^ free of revealed ideas, to this pro« 
^reflive proof, cannot, as I fhewed before, be very eafily 
determined. And what has been known, where expre^ 
revelation was not the viiible means of information, tends 
farther to confirm this argument. 

If we except thofe to whom the revelation of the Old 
Teftament was made, or thofe who had received particular 
revelations ere the law was promulgated; how true is it, 
that the world by wifdom knew not God -— that the nations 
the bed inftrufted were unable to eftablifh any one com- 
manding idea of the univerfal parent-— any one integral 
account of that almighty Being who made heaven and earth. 

If, with reference to St Paul's obfervation, we look to 
thofe conftellations of literature, which, before his time, had 
illumined the country he obferved upon i and attend to the 
fedt moft noted for the belief of a particular providence, we 
find the creed of Stoic Phifofophy fo indefinite in itfelf, and 
fo ftrangely aflbciated, that the prefumption is, their better 
opinions were derived thro' remote tradition, or imperfeA 
relation from countries then more informed; and that 
reafon, not having the revelation fufiiciently before it, could 
deduce nothing clearly therefrom : for, if their fublimer 
conceptions had been the legitimate oBTspring of fcientific 
enquiry, the depth of mind that made the difcovery, would 
have been able to maintain it with the fame unity of argu* 

C 2 menty 
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mcnt, the fame precifion of proof by which they had fo nobly- 
advanced human learning. But inftead of this — with their 
acknowledgment of a divine fpirit, whofe continual influence 
upheld the world, we find them for ever mingling the men- 
tion of heathen deities. We moreover find the names of 
their gods confounded conftantly therewith, fo that power and 
proteAion are attributed indifcriminately to either. And we 
find the great, the enlightened orator of Rome, in his review 
of their opinions, felefting as a prime proof of the verity 
of thefe gods, the circumftance of their having priefts, 
augurs, and foothfayers among men," 

If we look at the divinity of Socrates, if we regard that of 
Plato, who had the benefit of Socrates's refearches to acft 
upon, and fo proceed to the opinions of Ariftotle, who had 
been converfant with the inflrucftions of the former two— -if 
we confider that men of more mind have fcarce exifted, that 
they fo lived in point of time as to afford in part the advan* 
tage of contemporary difcufTion ; and in part alfo that of 
fuccefTivc deliberation j that the beauty, the ingenuity, the 
depth of very many pofitions by them holden, are undeni- 
able •, and their various and indefatigable refearches equally 

apparent : 
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(^IJ haruri)icum ars, nonne divina? Uxc innumerabilia ex 
codem gcnere qui vidcat, nonne ccgaiur conficcri Dcos cfTc? Quorum 
enim inierpretcs funt, cos ipfos cL^c ccrtc nccclTc eft: Dcorum autcin 
iptcrprcics furli Dcos igirur efle iaicamUr," 

Dc Nat. Deer. lib. ii. p. 56, Cic. philofoph. Tom. ii. Elfcvir. 
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apparent: Yet — they defined no fyftem of religion, the 
parts of which, if taken feparately, are not refutable by 
themfelves •, or which, if taken in a body, do not refute each 
other. And if we regard the difciples of the academy in 
particular, after the doftrines of the matter had been examin- 
ed by many minds, and his thoughts amplified or contracted, 
as imagination was more or lefs powerful in the breafts of 
his various fcholars, ftill the aggregate refult was, the want 
of certain knowledge. 

This then gives us one powerful proof of the lanits of 
human reafon. Arguing upon the premifes they had, and 
not having the fad of revelation before them, they could 
not advance fo far towards God as to have any diftind ideas 
refpedling his attributes : and to their honour, and to the 
honour of reafon be it mentioned, that under the difabilities 
of fuch a fituation they preferred doubt to decifion. 

But this fcepticifm, tho* of necefllty in the times we are 
fpeaking of, is much more optional in ours. Part of it arifcs 
from indolence in refufing to examine thofe facred Scriptures 
which, thank God, are now fo eafy of accefs. Few attempt 
to argue upon profane dodrines without feme knowledge of 
the fubjed. Who is there totally unacquainted with legal 
codes that expeds to comprehend clearly the juri(prudence 
they eftablifh ? or if unknowing in the art of medicine, to 
decide from themfelves on the fitnefs of a phyfician's pre- 

fcriptlon ? 
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Tcription ? Even military or naval tadics cannot be ajSpre* 
hcnded without fome previous information of the outlines of 
the art, the manner in which it is condufted, or the terms 
appropriate thereto. Yet we meet fometimes with perfons 
who have not read the Bibki who think themfelves capable 
to declare upon its merits, or to argue upon its integrity. 
And triumphant arguers they muft be in their own opinion, 
fmce their very ignorance prohibits any complete refutation 
to them of their cavils — - any immediate conviftion to thent 
of their error. 

But tho' upon this fubjeft thefe inferior objedtors deferved 
to. be mentioned, the cafe moft appofite to the argument of 
the text is that of thofe who do read the Bible ; but who go 
to the perufal of it with preconceived ideas of that worldly wif- 
dom, by which it has been proved that even God, the prime 
bbjeft of this revelation, has not yet been known. — Still to 
the facred Scriptures muft either be referred : and whilft the 
afTertion of their high and elTential, and otherwife incommu- 
nicable knowledge, fhould infpirc a zeal for their perufal ; a 
confideration of the ignorance that has prevailed where their 
important information has been unknown or unaccepted, is 
calculated to beget a teachable difpofition in each fubfequent 
perufer of them. — — — — Let it pafs current then, that the 
Bible is the faft thro* which we are to know God, Human 
underftanding can judge of this book's exiftence: can fee 

there is fuch a book : and can fee what it contains that 

it 
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it is ftyled a revelation how this world and its inhabitants 
were made ; by whom they were made •, with many other 
particulars more interefting than could have been before 
met with. Meeting then with this account, the firft objeft 
to be examined is the authenticity of it. Whether it is in 
fad that revelation from God to man, which upon the face 
of it is imported. Now a little enquiry would give occafion 
to believe this book equally authentic with any other hiftory 
that is handed down as the produftion of a former age. A 
little further enquiry would ftiow that thefe writings have 
more proof to cftablilh them than many that have not beeii 
doubted. Confidcring then both the authority and tendency 
of holy writ, is it not highly prudent that we fhould reft on 
the wifdom it contains as our proper foundation, and exer- 
cife our reafbn fuitably thereto. Not by comparing what is 
revealed with any preconceived ideas, but from comparing 
the knowledge therein afForded, with the difcoveries before 
arrived at : by eftimating the underftanding, which by this 
key might be attained, of the purpofes of man's exiftence, 
tho' the whole of thofe purpofes, perhaps, are not explained : 
by confidering that whatever appears myfterious in thefe 
facred volumes, is not only compatible with their intention, 
but a neceflary confequence of it, and analogous to the 
degree of human information, (ince all the phoenomena of 
nature are to us finally myfterious. 

And great is the internal evidence arifing from the plainer 
precepts of Scripture ; fince they are in many inftances con- 

tray 
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trary to the received opinions and the received praftice of 
mankind : and yet afFord the only relief againfl: that conduct 
which corrodes the comforts of life, and thofe paffions which 
counterad its felicity. And as moral fanftions have been 
univerfally called for and admitted, however they have been 
obferved; it is in confonance with the prefent fubjeft to 
enquire what the wifdom which knew not God, has been 
able to eftablifh on this point alfo, — • The antients, in their 
better treatifes of piety, do not feem to obtrude it as feparate 
from morality : and it is the bleffing of the prefent day, that 
our later ethical diflertations prefuppofe the admiffion of holy 
writ-, the want of which final and authoritative court, from 
whence the ncceflity of virtue is more clearly derived i and 
to which her performances can be fecurcly referred, may 
well produce the univerfal fcepticifm of the more approved 
Gentile Philofophers. But where we find it laid down that 
" the good of mankind is the fubjeft, the will of God the 
rule, and everlafting happinefs the motive of human con- 
dudl •," " and find it agreed that a conviftion ** of the 
certainty of future rewards and puniftiments is the only 
adequate ground of moral obligation :"** we have a principle 
to a<5t upon, not only conducive to our own proper happinefs, 
but conducive to the proper happinefs of all thofc we have 
to do with. 



But 



■ PaUy's Moral Philcf. vol. i. p. 46. 8th edit. 
• Gifbornc'a Moral Philof. p. 75, Nute, ad edit. 
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But did any laws previous to thofe of the Gofpel prefcribe 
other behaviour than what fclf-intereft, with refpedl to this 
World, would generally didbite ? Or where they took a purer 
direftion, had they any proportionate fandions wherefrom to 
enforce it? Did not anger, for inftance, reign uncontrolled? 
or was it deemed reafonable to controll it, yet it would as 
often be deemed reafonable to exert it, in the profpeft of 
repreffing crimes that might grow by indulgence. But 
where the forgivenefe of injuries is made a part of duty 
amenable to fuperior power, and the condition of future 
forgivenefs from that power, there is in all cafes a fulfficient 
motive for individuals, as fuch, to beftow that pardon which 
is as neceflary to the peace of the injured party, as to the 
party doing the injury. And does not the other branch of 
Gofpel mercy, that of relieving neccflities, confer alfo reci- 
procal comfort ? Is not contention, once the objeft of 
deification, univerfally admitted now as an evil, tho* ftill in 
too many inftances admitted as an allowable one : and was 
aftive courage, once the darling of public adoration, more 
often exchanged for chriftian fortitude, how greatly would 
mankind be benefited thereby ! 

Im the moral trcatifes of the anticnts fhall we moft admire 
the juftnefs with which they decide many cafes, or moft 
lament their ignorance of proper grounds whereon to reft 
their decifions, when we find what is honeft recommended 
as being profitable, as it would obtain favour and applaufe 
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from men. And how high^ we may prefumc, they would 
have foared, had they been in pofleflion of thofe divine 
truths which add fo much dignity to reafon» fo much know* 
ledge to learning) and from whence all the final certainty we 
have is derived. But whilft Chance had numerous votaries, 
and temples were dedicated to Fortune» how unfettled muft 
the mind have been, unknowing what to purfue, or how 
to acquiefce in the determination of its purfuits ? But when 
we feek after what is right in conformity to our appreheniloos 
of what fuperior wifdom has willed us to defire, and can 
attribute the event to his Providence, we have every induce- 
ment to patience and content. 

Again, Is not that narrow patriotifm which made the 
Romans fo generally refolve fitnefs into national advantage, 
and which of courfe precluded every conHderation of mutual 
juftice, moft completely overturned by the Gofpel rule of 
doing as we would be done by ? And tho' this moft com- 
prehcnfive law of life has hitherto failed of full obfervation, 
yet there have not been wanting fome to maintain its ftandard 
for the admeafurement of public views, as well as for the 
determination of private proceedings. We find in the 
general conduA lefs afperity of carriage, more mild manners 
and kindnefs of confideration, pervading not only the 
regions of peace, but every where oppofed in fome degree to 
the horrors of war, afTuaging its ferocity and combating its 
diftrcfTes. So that, faulty us the world ftiil is, yet it is a 

ftrong 
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ftrong recommendation to the ftudy of Chriftianity to 
compare it with what it has been -, and confider whether 
there are any rules exifting, except thofe laid down in the 
Scriptures, that could have tended to this beneficial change : 
whether there is any watch-tower, fave that of Heaven, from 
whence fuch authoritative commands could have been pro- 
mulgated : whether any law independent of Chriftian impli- 
cation, commenfurate to thofe principles from which the 
happinefs of the human race is derived : however remotely 
the caufe might be perceived by many who ignorantly enjoy 
fome (hare of its happy efFefts.' 

And 

p In examining the good or bad ellate of the world with reference 
to what it has been and is« we (hoald take a full and extenfive profpeft^ 
not enquiring folely whether the vices of the age we live in, are greater 
than thofe of the preceding ; becaafe, in this we may not only be eafily 
deceived by a quicker fenfibility to what is prefent than to what is paft, 
but becaufe an increafe of evil in any particular age or nation is periedUy 
compatible with a date of general improvement* In the human body, 
pain and difeafe are fometimes found to bring about a better ftate of 
health: partial mifchiefs fometimes happen from thunder, but the air is 
made more falubrions thereby ; and what we do obferve of good produced 
by evil on fubjedb which from their nature form only an imperfed 
analogy, is much more likely to be the rule of moral government, and 
does feem to have had a part in the furtherance of its chiefeft inflrument, 
the Gofpel ; for St. Paul tells his *' brethren that he would not they 
(hould be ignorant of this roydery, that blindnefs in part is happened to 
Ifrael, until the fulncfs of the Gentiles be come in, and fo all Ifrael (hall 
be faved ;'» and adds further on, '* as concerning the Gofpcl they are 
enemies for your fake.** Rom. xi. 25, 26, 28^ 



C 24 ]• 

And It muft further alarm the indolence, and incite the 
attention of mankind, to be reminded of the immenfe profpedfc 
comprehended by divine legiflation, and the partial views of 
conduA upon which all human regulations have been found- 
ed. It is not only that the barbarous codes of Lycurgus, 
and the comparatively civilized ones of Solon, are exploded. 
It is not only that the inftitutcs of Juftinian arc found in- 
complete, but in every government how many of her earlier 
cnaftions retire from theblufh of day. In adminiftering the 
rights of individuals, or in guarding the funAions of a ftate, 
laws, made by the wifdom of one age, are oftentimes of 
neceffity repealed by a fucceeding one, or fufFered to lie 
dormant under the title of obfolete : even the ordinances 
of one year frequently fail of anticipating reftraints appofite 
to the next, and when revifion has been had to reviHon, 
how frequently are they eluded by the fubfequent ingenuity 
of vice. 

But whilft human wifdom is thus puzzled in binding the 
outward man by the laws of the land, the laws of God are of 
fuch univerfal application, that they have equally Suited every 
age and every nation, and there has been nothing wanting, 
but minds formed according thereto, to fuperfcde the ufe of 
every inferior tribunnl. And all the advances that have 
been made in the fcience of k'giftation, have arifen from the 
application of their general rules to particular cafes ; for what 
juft cftablifliment of any human right has been yet clearly 
determined, that (lands not upon the bads of God's power, or 
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leans not upon his authority ? What are called moral or civil 
ordonances, are ramifications of divine law, or they are 
nothing, fixing the adual definite duty, in confequence of 
fovereign revealed precepts, which being decreed by perfedl 
power could enadt what ftiould be binding upon all genera- 
tions ; and being decreed by perfedt wifdom could fo enaft, 
as to be fuitable to the different ages of the world, which 
mufl: be in a ftate of progreflion, in confequence of its being 
a ftate of probation. «— «— To conclude, 

If it has appeared that in (earching after the powers of the 
human mind with refpeft to the knowledge of God, there is 
uncertainty in defining the fources of its intelligence, or that 
it cannot be proved reafbn made the difcovery : if it has 
appeared that where the revelations we acknowledge were 
unknown or unaccepted, the fubftitutions for them were 
abfurd and incongruous : and if the integrity of thefe revela- 
tions can be proved to as much certainty as other outward 
evidence is carried to, a very powerful inducement to the 
ftudy of them is eftablifhed. And if their information is 
analogous to what we may learn from nature, and if this 
analogy leads to clearer ideas of both, a powerful internal 
evidence is eftablifhed alfb. And if it is obferved that the 
general well-being of fociety has improved in conformity 
with the extenfion of Chriftian principles ; how much is it 
our duty, and how much is it the duty of all mankind to 
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ifhbm the tuioAlbdgfr-of it Atall come, to repreTedtlMch by 
jMSC^.and cicirotilc.die idvnntAges thtit hAva thus obtaZiicdt 
Vbich wc hope ate pbtalmng, ami which wc truft will obisini 
till mmi " {HhII rtot hurt nor dcftroyi'"' ihe bl^ficd conic* 
quciice of that prQtnifcd xn, to the .cRabUfliment of vvliic}) 
jtl 4)ur Jitboara &ouIil ha diruf^cd, and uKich, by th« blcfUng 
of GttTij ikcy miiy tend ^ Mpproxim^te, ttic t)ms lyhqa 
I' thtrartb ftuill be i'ul! of the knowledge of the I^oTit, at 
tliT Wiifcrs cover the fa."' 
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